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The University of Dayton 
DAYTON'S "PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR" 
TO PERFORM DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
News Release 
Jan. 30, 1992 
Contact: Teri Rizvi 
DAYTON, Ohio -- When Herbert Martin was a child growing up 
in Birmingham, Ala., his classmates taunted him when he read 
aloud Paul Laurence Dunbar's poetry. 
The youth bore an uncanny resemblance to Dunbar, a Dayton 
native and the first black to achieve national eminence as a 
poet. Because the schoolchildren had to memorize Dunbar's works, 
"they took out their dislike for poetry on me," remembers Martin, 
a University of Dayton English professor. "Either I've repressed 
that or gotten over it." 
Now himself a poet, Martin hears only applause when he reads 
Dunbar's works today. Well, "reads" is not exactly the right 
word. Dressed in a turn-of-the-century morning coat and striped 
trousers, Martin "borrows" Dunbar's voice to bring the poet's 
verse to life. At times, he exhibits the spiritual frenzy of a 
black preacher in a folk sermon. In other moments, he delivers 
Dunbar's humorous refrains with the rat-a-tat speed and perfect 
timing of a successful late-night TV comedian. 
"I try to show that the dialect poems are accessible," says 
Martin, who has taken his one-man show to schools, libraries and 
clubs around the state. He's even performed for the official 
Paul Laurence Dunbar Reading Club in New Castle, Pa. A portion 
of Martin's popular show, along with a history of Dunbar's life, 
will be available this year on video tape. 
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Editor's Note: Herb Martin will perform at noon on Feb. 5 at the 
Senior Citizen's Center of the Greater Dayton Area, 105 s. 
Wilkinson st.; at 11 a.m. on Feb. 23 at the Miami Valley 
Unitarian Fellowship, 2001 Far Hills Ave.; and at 7 p.m. on Feb. 
24 at Purcell Marian High School, 2935 Hackberry St., in 
Cincinnati. For interviews, contact Martin at (513) 229-3439. 
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